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people to a real share in the control of their
own affairs, to save India from distress and dis-
content, from impoverishment and famines. There-
fore, as an old and faithful servant of the
Indian Government, I have thought it my duty
to raise my voice and urge the adoption of the
better and the wiser course, the only course
which can save our country from preventible
misfortunes and disasters, and can consolidate
the British Rule in India."

The soundness of the views expressed by Romesh
Dutt, their moderation and the fact that they came from
a person of Ms eminence who had spent the best part of
his life in the service of the Government compelled even
the normal critics of the National Congress to pay respect-
ful attention to his address. The Anglo-Indian press of
the day, among whom the Englishman of Calcutta occupied
an important position at the time, remarked:

"The public always expect something good from Mr.
Romesh Dutt, and in his address at Lucknow, as.
President of the Congress, it has not been dis-
appointed.......In these days of famine, the

observations of so experienced an administrator
as Mr. Dutt on the chronic poverty and indebt-
edness of a large proportion of the rural popu-
lation in India call for more than a passing
notice."

In similar strain the Times of India wrote on the 1st
January, 1900:

"We have nothing but praise for the general tone of
Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt's admirable presi-
dential address at the Lucknow meeting of the
Indian National Congress. It was restrained in